 Seven Toes out
its tail. He ta

ﬂe ' ga

f ntaine, 54 stlcks hlS hand inside the mouth of one o
on Apnl 18. Fontame an alhgator wrestler has 19 bi

~ There: aren’t many of us left : any-;
more. Itsa dylng breed.” ,

Fo‘ almost a centur

docks and Natrve Amierican vil-

flages Now, the shows are § skid- |

for tourists on the Mlarm River

gerous professrons with dive

- business empires such as ga
ing, hotels and cattle.
~ Theme parks like D1sney,

World’ have d1verted tour1st

" regulatrons as well as. lhgator
~‘shows on the Internet. '

“A lo of places st111~,: <

-~ Village, a tourlst spot with daily
~ gator shows in Hollywood, Fla.

Wrth the b1rth of the Internet
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', I young Semmoles were wres-
y;thng gators for tips at Musa

sla, a tourist attraction on the |

, Miami’ River, said Patsy West,

the Fort Lauderdale author

L of “The Enduring Seminoles:

From Alhgator Wresthng to

Ecotourism.” The alligator
- shows were shown on newsreels

in the nation’s movie theaters;

~ luring tourists to the Florrda '
_, attraction.. '

Osceola remembers greetmg :
them as they got off the boats

_on the New River in the 1950s.

“We'd sing “Jesus Loves Me”

g _in Seminole and say the Pledge
lorida’s roadsrde parks river ]
 that, there’d be an alligator pit.

of Allegiance in English. After

The men would go in there, and
hey’d put on an alhgator—wres-

tling show. They ’d pass the hat,
~and the tourrsts would t1p the ,

_ as far back as 1919, have moved
into more lucrative and less dan -

Today," “Our young peoplef

~ 1nstead of learning how to wres-

But we also want people to.

'know that we have progressed

ting too old to be strckmg his
~head 1ns1de an alhgators jaws.




